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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 
SUBJECT : Church League of America 


1. This memorandum contains a recommendation submitted for DCI 
approval. Such recommendation is contained in paragraph six. 

2. The attached letter, dated 1 October 1958, from Mr. W. F. 

As8i8tarrfc ‘ bo Til ® Sight Reverend John E. Hines, Bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas, requests information on the Church 

In^The cLrc^ C " , Edgar C * Bana3r » 8114 a book entitled, "Collectivism 


25X1A 


_ 5 * October 1957> Edgar C. Bundy, who signed himself as 

General. Chairman, wrote to the Agency under the letterhead of the 
national Laymen’s Council, Church League of America, li*07 Hill 
Avenue, Wheaton, Illinois, and enclosed an October 1957 copy of a 
“rtitlea, “New. and view.." TMb publl«tl 0 S SdS«?ed 
that the Church League of America is a tax exempt organization under 
the authority of the U. S. Treasury Department. Mr. Bundy’s letter 

°“ 6 Member 1957 advising Mr. Bundy that his letter 
with its attachment was referred to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
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6. Inasmuch as Mr. Brain's letter appears to be one which 
affects the Internal security of the United States, it is recommended 
that you affix your signature to the attached letter. This office 
will refer Mr. Brain's letter to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 


»neraa^iu auwarue — 
Birearor of Security 


25X1 


Attachment : As stated 
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1 ft OCT 1958 


lay Aatostast to to# Btotop 
Kpiaoope.1 tosew 

520 Sms Jacinto Stmt 

.ii". -SHf 

IMwl »# 


Bear Hr. Brain t 

n» imn four Jarfctor of i totoNnr J958# t o 
sw bwt smqpmotoA ioftwantion c* ton rtlag ttow 
node ia * toote ontltln*, "Colleetivisa la ton Oswrchsn 

by Mgar 0 * Bundy. 

Since ton castna IntoUi#nw* Aaney i» 
specifio&ny s*toifelto« fey I«* ttm i«P**to* t*to 
internal mm rity ****«?», n* hi»* nrfrarf. year 
letter to ton Mena town of lnwtl«rtioa* ft 
1# jpigpnttoi. tost w» sen vmfolB to toil it yow tontonr 
la tola natter* 


oincawl^i 


C. p. Cabell 
Oatmeal, QSrOP 
Depwty Birectosr 


QS/Pao l l ^ero( 90 ct 58 ) 

Rewrittan: O/EOCl/KH 1 kp (u60ct58) 
Dlatributicaii 

Orig - Addressee . 

1 - FBI (y/bflllt O • 

1 - H3CI 

1 - PSD 111* (v/cy basic) 

1 ~,AA3-d*u^t' 
y \/- ER (v/cy basic) 

1 - Reading 
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Teas TMocjbse of Texas 


October 1, 1958 


OFF1CK OT Tire BT8HOJ* 


HOtTWTON no AS 



Mr. Allen Dulles 

Central Intelligence Agency- 

Washing ton , D . C . 

Desar Hr. JOtilles: 

At the direction cf The Bight. Reverend John E. Hines , Bishop 
of th® Episcopal Diocese of Texas, I am looking Into certain 
allegations .made by & book entitled ‘"Collectivism La The 
Churches". The author of this book is Mr* Edgar C. Bundy and 
it w published by the Church League of America, Wheaton, 
Illinois, in the year 1958. 

The book in question charges that tne National Council of 
Churches, to which most Protestant denominations belong at 
the national level, is dominated by communists and serves as 
a sounding board for communist propaganda. The book makes 
the same charges with regard to the World Council of Churches 
and the organisation which preceded the National Council of 
Churches, the Federal Council of Churches. 


We feel that the allegations contained in the book are grossly 
Irresponsible to the point of being damaging to the extreme 
to our denomination as well as to others. At the same time, 
w® are eager to face the facts whatever they may be in order 
that corrective action may be taken. The only reason we dignify 
this book in this fashion is because it has been made the center 
of contain efforts In this are* to discredit not only the 
National Council of Churches but our own leadership as wall. 

I recognize that the following request is most unusual . 1st 
me assure you. however, that we are not creating a tempest 
in a teapot. We must deal positively with these allegations. 

For this reason, if your policy permits you to do so, will 
you please acquaint ®e with any findings of the Central 
Intelligence Agency which would cast light on this matter one 
way or the other. We would also like to have your permission 
to make your comments public. 


attach. 


Sincerely, 

ub. -X 



W. F. Brain 

Ley Assistant to the Bishop 


cc. The R A'^t^vl^F8? V ^MaA T l ) ^6b2Pb5/e^e^-RDP80B01676R003800020018-2 


